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Jan-March R-RANCH QUARTERLY Issue 
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Welcome 2021! 

Stay in the Know! 

If you have received this electronic 
newsletter, you are receiving our email 
blasts.  Thank you!  For those with ranch 
friends not receiving our blasts, please 
encourage them to text RRANCH to 22828 
and follow the prompts! 

Links to Important Info: 

Website 

Nellie’s Country Store 

2021 Assessment Packet 

Covid-19 State  

Covid-19 Napa 

Ranch Contact Info  

The LNU complex fire devastated much of the Berryessa landscape.   Photo courtesy of Harry Fitzpatrick; friendly 

neighbor and R-Ranch wrangler.  

From the Manager’s Desk 
Happy New Year! 

I miss the music in the park, the kids 
laughing and screaming and getting into 
trouble, Saturday night bingo, movie nights, 
casino nights, carnivals, rodeos, golf carts 
going all night, dancing, and the fun times the 
Ranch is used to having.  I also miss 
everyone’s face! It was a mess of a year, but 
hopefully by summer 2021things be looking 
brighter!  

I hope you all had a great holiday season, 
and we look forward to a better year! 

Between the Fires and the COVID-19 
closures it has been a very strange year to say 
the least.  Hopefully we will be putting 
COVID-19 behind us and we can get back to 
the fun at the Ranch!   

 Due to Covid and the extreme changes 
that the Ranch has gone through this year 
we had to scale down on our budget all 
around.  We are running on a skeleton 
crew.  With the skeleton crew it has been 
challenging to continue to get tasks and 
projects completed while still managing the 
day to day operations.  However, our small 
team is still getting it done.  I would like to 
hand it to our incredible staff that we have 
on hand.  All 10 of them!  Thank You! 

Hopefully, the upcoming year is full of fun 
times that remind us of the good old days. 

Until Next Time, 

Brad A. Miracle 

Picture Caption: To make your document look 
professionally produced, Word provides header, footer, 
cover page, and text box designs that complement each 
other. 

Projects & Progress 
Thank you, Randy! 

PROJECTS 
Down at the Barn 

Employee Corner
Winter Season 

Photo Updates 
The BOD meets on the 3rd Saturday at 
the beginning of each quarter at 12pm. 
January, April, July, and October  
Additional meetings as needed. 

Page 2 Page 3 

We have a small but mighty winter crew! 
Learn a little about our new stables 
supervisor and our winter workampers! 

Page 4 

A Message from 
the BOD 

As we move on from a difficult 2020 
Pandemic year and into a new first 
quarter of 2021, I would like to offer 
well wishes to all of our R-Ranch 
families and say thank you for your 
patience and continued support while 
we work through these limited 
access/day use only restrictions. 

Please stay safe and well, 

Joe Meyer, President 

R-Ranch Board of Directors

store.rranch.info
https://issuu.com/rranchnapa/docs/2021_assessment_packet_all
https://covid19.ca.gov/
https://www.countyofnapa.org/2739/Coronavirus-COVID-19
https://r-ranch.net/contact-us/
https://r-ranch.net/
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PROJECTS & 
PROGRESS 

During this closure period it has given us a 
great opportunity to get a lot of leaf 
removal and tree work done in the 
campground.  We have cut down and 
trimmed several trees in several sites.  As 
folks pull off, we will continue to block out 
the sites and get the trees trimmed.  If the 
sites have caution tape on them, please 
choose a different site. 

This is the first time the leaves in the 
upper section have been completely 
removed to my knowledge.  After dozens 
of trailers loads Maryann and Jim 
removed all the leaves in the upper loop!  
What a job that has been.  With the lack 
of people, it has given us a great 
opportunity to get in there and get them 
out!    

We have been working diligently on 
getting generators installed at the pool and 
the office for PG&E’s future Planned 
Power Safety Shutoffs.  This way the 
power goes down and we do not have to!  
(pics). Both generators should be 
completed by the end of this month. 

During this strange year we had to 
restructure our staffing due to the budget 
adjustments caused by COVID-19, so we 
are running with a skeleton crew this 
winter and plan to run extremely low on 
staff going into next summer as well.  We 
have also trimmed down our 
maintenance budget so we are trying to 
work on projects that we can achieve with 
a small staff and small budget. 

We were also able to get a lot of debris 
burnt during this down time.  With the 
lack of people, we were able to burn in 
place saving a lot of labor and tractor 
time.  We had a good fire in the 
meadow, one in the loop, one in the 
cabin area, one in the triangle, and 
another at the main wood pile.  Nearly 
our entire wood pile is gone!  (Pics) 
Several more fires to go still but we are 
getting it cleaned up! 

Harry and his “tractor”!  Who knew working at R-
Ranch could be so much fun!   

The light rains and empty sites have allowed 
the crew to really focus on areas otherwise 
difficult to maintain. 

We have also been busy in the campground, 
widening and shoring up some sites to 
prevent and correct some of the erosion 
issues.  We also built a retaining wall in the 
campground to complete the two new sites at 
the bottom of the hill down from the loop at 
the intersection from BH7.  And, why we 
have the tractor out, we are adding gravel 
and eliminating the mud and attempting to 
level out sites where we can. 

Randy Griffith, #80, tackled the 
playground with paint and determination! 
Thank you, Randy, for all of your help! 

The arena is ready for YOU!

Thank you! 

Committees 
Volunteering Made Easy! 

Committees meet throughout the year. 
For more information, please 

Contact the committee chairs: 

Boat: boats@rranch.info 

Cabins: Cabins@rranch.info 

Campground: 
Campground@rranch.info 

Equine: equine@rranch.info 

Horseman’s: horsemen@rranch.info 

Reserves: reserves@rranch.info 

By the Numbers:  

Paid by 1/15 by type of payor 

Type 2021 2020 

monthly 51 57 

quarterly 149 155 

Semi-
annual 

165 167 

annual 297 305 

When we open the lodge back up, you will notice a few changes.  Due to the ever 
changing technological world that we live in we have decided to move ALL the movies 
to the lodge rather then the activities room. With the ranch wide wifi, the movies have 
been getting used less and less.  This new method should be easier.  Our movies and 
board games will now be the same way as the books.  Please barrow the movies from 
the lodge and return them when you are done.  With this new move comes new 
bookcases.  Corona Bob build a series of beautiful oak bookcases. Please help keep 
them cleaned up to show off Corona Bob’s magnificent craftsmanship looking great! 



3| P a g e

Jan-Feb-Mar 2021 R-RANCH QUARTERLY Issue 2021-01 

Down at the Barn 
The latest updates

Ranch Hay Barn, over 100 years old! 

They come to ride on their own or on a 
guided trail ride, to groom the muddy 
horses, trim tails and manes, feed carrots 
and treats, and even help clean stalls! 
They come to say “hi” to the wrangler 
staff, buy China’s love with food, and 
exercise our chubby equine friends 
(Looking at you Tiger and Cowboy).  

This R-Ranch family of horse-lovers 
banded together in shifts to help us 
evacuate horses from the property in 
record time during the fire. They came 
together to muck stalls, change waters, 
and keep colic-watch over the herd in 
their “refugee camp.” And after the 
horses returned to R-Ranch, they came - 
saws, shears, and machetes in hand - to 
clear the fire and wind debris from our 
beautiful riding and hiking trails during 
our November trail-clearing effort. 

And I want to say thank you. You all - the 
horse-loving R-Ranch family - came 
together in awesome ways this past year to 
keep our stables beautiful and active 
throughout this crazy time. 

But even during the times that we 
couldn’t be together, the wranglers were 

hard at work keeping the horses healthy and 
improving the equine facilities. 

Acres of pasture fence line all across the 
ranch has been improved or replaced with 
high-quality panel-fencing to keep the horses 
safe. When it’s not too muddy, footing in 
the dirt and sand arenas has been turned 
over by tractor, and maintained weekly so 
that it is ready for anyone who stops by to 
practice riding in them. We laid new gravel 
in the stable yard alley to keep the horse’s 
feet out of the mud (and our truck tires, 
too). And all of the R-Ranch horses have 
been vaccinated and dewormed - receiving 
their flu shots. 

Any day that the Ranch is open for day use, 
the stables are open. Come on down, we’d 
love to see you. Whether it’s a trail ride, a 
few laps in the arena or just some R&R time 
with your favorite equine the horses are here 
and waiting for you.  

*Note: Reservations for guided trail rides or
arena rides must be made by calling the
ROA office by 5pm the day before you want
to ride. Any weather cancellations on our
part will be notified day-of by phone.

Since my arrival in late August, I have not seen 
many of the R-Ranch traditions of lore. I have 
not seen the throngs of people filling up our trail 
rides, nor had the pleasure to meet many of the 
“junior wranglers” - eager to scoop poop, brush 
and exercise horses - that the barn used to 
receive. But I have seen a dedicated family - 
made up of all of the horse-loving, R-Ranch 
Owners - who stop by the stables whenever they 
can. 

 The Ranch Barn received a quick facelift on one end to clear out some dry rot and replace the rotted doors. 

Volunteers for a brick patio installation? 
 Coming soon! 
One of our other projects on our list is the overhang behind the owner 
barn.  The structure itself was failing and it is rotted and in dire need 
of repair.  We are currently making the necessary repairs and I believe 
when it is completed the horse owners will be happy with it.  Currently 
Underway!  I am also hoping down the road we can get some horse 
owner volunteers or any volunteers to help with a brick patio adjacent 
to the overhang once its completed.  It would make a nice area for 
BBQ’s or a fun hang out spot.   

The old 1972 Ford received a new floorboard, new breaks, 
transmission repair, windshield wipers, headlights, bed rack, steps, and 
a heater.  She is ready to go! 

Herb got the hay truck going again! Thanks Herb! 
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Welcome Khloe, Marianne, and Jim! 

Khloe Meitz has 
been the R-Ranch 
Stables Supervisor 
since August, 2020. 

Although a native 
Californian, Khloe 
grew up on Long 
Island, New York 
where her love of 
plastic horses grew 
into a passion for 
the real ones. 

She began taking 
English riding 
lessons when she 
was 6 years old, and 
by the time she was 13, was working as a show groom and 
exercise rider in the Hunter/Jumper world.  

While pursuing degrees in music performance and journalism 
at Stony Brook University, Khloe co-managed a barn and began 
professionally training horses in the Long Island area. But in 
2015 she decided to act on her dream of exploring “the west” 
and left New York for Colorado, Wyoming, Alaska, Hawaii, and 
Arizona, where she worked as a back-country trail guide, ranch 
hand, ocean-kayaking guide, dogsled musher, teamster and 
commercial fisherman. Finally ready to put down roots for a  
while, Khloe arrived at R-Ranch at the Lake just in time for the 
recent fire evacuation - a crazy introduction to life in Napa 
Valley! But since returning to the Ranch property, she has       
enjoyed meeting all of the horse-lovers who call the barn their  
“happy place,” and getting to know the R-Ranch horses.  

Have you met Herb Boley?  Herb is the R-Ranch 
Maintenance Supervisor.  Herb has been with the Ranch in 
the maintenance department for about 2 ½ years now.  
Herb received his promotion to Supervisor almost a year 
ago.  Herb has been a part of all the wonderful 
improvements during the last 2 ½ years and probably the 
one doing most of the actual work on most of those projects 
as well.  From roofing to carpentry, concrete to wrenching 
on vehicles and 
machinery, the guy can 
do it all (except air 
compressors)! Herb was 
also a huge help during 
the entire evacuation and 
the entire period of time 
during the fire 
evacuation.  Herb was 
right here by my side 
fighting the fires and 
helping to save the 
community and the 
Ranch.  He is dedicated 
and a hard worker.  
When you see him, give 
him a shout out, because 
gets it done!  Day om and 
day out. Thanks Herb!  

Welcome, New Members! 

4 Mike & Lesleyanne Galindo 
35 Derek & Alycia Altman/Paletta 
40 Roger & Amanda Collinson 
49 Debra & Charlene Giannattasion/Vandermartin 
127 Lynnell & Matthew Roberts 
147 Kathlene & Adrian Taylor/Williams 
149 Deschaine brooks 
203 Desiree & Mark Jethro valenzuela/DuBose Jr. 
213 Danielle & Michael Hamilton/Rodriguez 
233 Gonzalo & Melissa Gonsalez/Romero 
314 Rigoberto & Blanca Garcia Lopez Nunez 
392 Wendell Goodman 
399 Eric & Corey Hammond 
448 Tracy & Robyn Brash 
456 Baz & Larry Doherty/Griffin 
504 Kimberly & Paul Punty/Cruise 
554 Matthew Curtin 
576 Adam & Stacey Copeland/Soloman 
615 Justin & Erin Weaver 
621 Anthony & Caitlyn Gagetta/Jackson 
657 James & Ismary Elliott/Maldonado 
664 Douglas Rose 
687 Colton & Ashley Meyerhoff/Vaughn 
705 Doria & Michael Torres/Russell 
718 Richard & Donna Arago 
797 Derek & Jessica Penados 
840 David & Ashley Downey 
906 Colin & Yvonne Codd 
970  Eric & Ginger Heinicke/La Pierre 
1056 Nick & Nicole Macquarrie 
1060 Lon & Sheri Goetsch 
1127 Kristine Killilea 
1304 Kenneth & Gina Dearmore 
1317 Kelly & Curtis Winchester 
1346 Marco & Katie Palacio 
1396 Erin & Brian Proosow 
1436 Tina Mclean 
1613 Lauren & Santino Martinez 
1678 Ashley & Kyle Lutge/Lewis 
1715 Barry & Elizebeth Eisiminger 
1763 Monica Cisneros 
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Jim and Marianne are from the great state of Wyoming, also 
known as the “Equality State”.  They began work camping in 
2017 and plan to continue for several more years.  Jim is a proud 
veteran who served at the state and federal level for the National 
Guard. He also taught ROTC and Military History at the 
University of Wyoming for more than 10 years. Marianne has 
worked in multiple jobs and most recently taught yoga in a 
hospital setting.  One of their recent and more memorable 
adventures was in 2016 when they walked 500 miles across 
Spain on the Camino de Santiago. They are still in contact with 
several pilgrims they befriended along the way.  You can find 
them picking up leaves.  In 2021, they plan on completing the 
Master Leaf Blowing certification course to become licensed Leaf 
Mitigation Specialists. 




